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CommunityCommunityCommunity   
United Church of Christ 

June 2014 

Welcome to Rev. Rick Danielson  

as our New Community UCC pastor! 

We had a wonderfully successful Candidate Weekend May 

10—11th.  Our congregation quickly voted to Call Pastor 

Rick to our church.  Rick will begin at Community UCC on 

Sunday, Aug. 1st. 

Jean Scott Update 
 

Rev. Jean Scott received a cancer diagnosis in early May. She initially was at her apartment,  but after 
careful thought, Jean has decided to stay at the Care Center rather than return 
to her apartment.   It's a decision that will ensure that she will have 24-7 
consistent care should anything change suddenly and will help her conserve 
her energy for the things she wants to do.    
  
We can follow her life journey on her Caring Bridge website, as there will be 
posting updates every couple of days.  The web address is 
caringbridge.org.  Just type Jean Scott into the block requesting who you want 
to be connected with.  As you'll see there, she still wants to see visitors, but it 
has to be in the moment since her energy fluctuates.  So if you want to visit, 
call 303-449-7744 ahead of time and ask if she's up for visitors or just drop 
in.   She's being very honest and clear about what she can do, so don't take it 
personally if she says no.   You may want to send or drop off a card if she isn't 
available.   Her address is TRU Community Care Center, 1855 Plaza 
Drive,  Room 103, Louisville CO  80027. 

  
There are many ways to support her along the way - visiting, praying for her, and helping us provide her 
care financially in the interim until Medicare assumes the cost of her care.  Our intention is to make sure 
she can remain at the Care Center, and several people have already stepped forward to contribute to the 
$225 a day that it costs.  We ask everyone who would like to help her to consider supporting this 
effort.  We have set up a Jean Scott Care Fund here at church.  If anyone is considering making a 
donation in her name after she dies, this is a more significant way to honor her.   Just write a check to 
Community UCC making sure that you note "Jean Scott Care Fund" in the memo line and mail it 
to:  Community UCC,  2650 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder CO  80305.  The church will pass your donation 
on to the TRU Community Care Center for Jean's account.  Making this gift through the church assures 
that it is a tax-deductible contribution.  If your gift is greater than $250, you will receive an 
acknowledgement letter from the church for your tax records.  Jean has not been told of this effort on 
her behalf, but I am sure she would be most grateful if she knew.   If the donations exceed the cost of her 
care, they will be converted to our Memorial Fund, as Jean is requesting in her obituary that memorial 
gifts be sent to the church. 

We who are closest to Jean in this life journey are most grateful for the wonderful 
outpouring of love and caring from her many, many friends,  as is Jean herself.    
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Interim Pastor — Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson  / pastor@cuccboulder.org   

303-257-4933 

Christian Education Director — Karen Kent-Pyle / ce@cuccboulder.org 

Office Administrator — Seana Zimmer / office@cuccboulder.org 

Choir Director:  Kamilla Macar 

Pianist:  Kathy Rinehart 

Newsletter Photos:  Marilyn Zimmerman—looking for replacement 

Webmaster:  Erika  and Jayson Webb 

 Congratulations CUCC!  You have called a dynamic and inspiring new pastor, the Rev. Rick Danielson.  
Rick and I have been in email contact planning the pastoral “baton handoff.”  I am really looking forward to 
meeting him in person and having him as a colleague in ministry here in the Rocky Mountain Conference. 
 As I reflect on you “picking” Rick and Rick “picking” you it occurs to me that in this new covenanted 
relationship CUCC is boldly and fully coming out as an Open and Affirming Church.  Another Congratulations!  
When we answer the call of God to be God’s agents for justice and extravagant welcome we never know where 
that will take us.  You are headed into a new chapter on your spiritual journey in ministry at CUCC.  On the 
journey there will be rejoicing and learning and new challenges.  Embrace it all as gifts from God! 
 Thinking of your new venture I was struck by a recent devotional (see below) from the Stillspeaking Daily 
Devotional that comes from our national UCC office. (And you can sign up at www.ucc.org to receive these each 
day!)  A reassurance in whatever situation in life that you might find yourself in right now as well as an 
affirmation to CUCC. 

Blessings, 
Jane Anne Ferguson,  Interim Pastor 

 
Picked by Matt Laney* 

 
“You did not choose me but I chose you." - John15:16   

Remember back in elementary school when teams were being divvied up and a few kids were always the 
last ones to get picked?    

But enough about me.     
In an episode of the Wonder Years the main character, Kevin, complains to his gym teacher about this 

unfair and humiliating tradition of choosing up sides. The teacher responds by making Kevin a captain.  Kevin 
responds by picking all the un-athletic nerds for his basketball team.  The other guys respond by summarily 
crushing Kevin's team on the court.     

At the end of the game Kevin releases a shot which appears to be bound for glory, but instead hits the 
gym teacher while he's eating a sandwich.  We hear Kevin think: "In that instant, basketball became fun 
again."    

If Jesus wanted to win the religious game he should have chosen better players for his team; people who 
had natural religious ability and trained hard. People who prayed three times a day, knew their Bibles, fasted, 
and tithed.  All that stuff.   Instead Jesus picked crude, foul-mouthed, smelly, fishermen. He picked a well-known 
crook of a tax collector.  He picked a political extremist. He picked a cynic and doubter.  And Jesus picks us, 
fickle, unreliable and [imperfect] as we are.   

The saying is true: God elects the rejects.     
But here's the difference between Jesus' team and Kevin's.  With Jesus, victory is already assured. So it 

truly isn't about whether we win or lose on the court of life.  It isn't even about doing our best as if victory 
depends on us. It's about saying yes to our captain and enjoying the game.    
 
Prayer  
God, thank you that the heart of the gospel is not, “I have chosen You,” but the glorious and altogether 
astounding fact that “You have chosen me.” Amen. 
 
* Matthew Laney is the Senior Minister of Asylum Hill 
Congregational Church, UCC, in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Pastor Jane Anne’s Letter 

2014 Coordinating Council:  
 

Council Officers: 

Moderator: Cathy Hazouri Narrator:  Karen Ramirez 

Treasure:  Kamilla Macar Financial Secretary:  Heather Bowler 

Scribe: Judi  Kleinman 
 

Commissions 

Spiritual Life & Fellowship:  Karen Howe 

Property:  Tom Corrigan and Al Ramirez 

Social Action:  OPEN 

Christian Education:  Vicky Graham and Heather Bowler 

Nominations:  Peter Kleinman 
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 God loves you!  A common phrase that we tell time and time again to our children, ourselves and 
each other.  In his opening address to the 300 plus Christian Educators/Youth Ministers at the Faith 
Forward Conference held last week in Nashville, Brian McLaren, author of many well-known books on 
Progressive Christianity, began his keynote speech with those words; he followed them up with “And you 
know what else?  God Likes You!  Make sure you tell your children that every day!  God really, really likes 
you!”  The energy in the room exploded into a warm feeling of the simple joy at being there, sharing our 
passion together.   
 Spending three days absorbed in workshops and lectures all focused on “launching a revolution” in 
Christianity was indeed inspiring.  As McLaren states, “the systems running our world are literally running 
us off the cliff and it is up to us to get our heads out of conformity and into letting go, letting be,  and letting 
come”.   In referring to Luke 18:15-17, who was it that Jesus told his disciples to “let come”? Who would 
lead the way to the kingdom of God?  The children of course!  If there was one idea everyone at the 
conference agreed upon, it is that our children and youth are the leaders in this new revolution of 
reframing the conversation, changing the language that we use in story, song and worship to be more 
respectful and inclusive of all God’s creation.   
 As I flew out of Nashville, I pondered the new adventure CUCC will be embarking upon in August.  I 
was reminded of our amazing youth, who were not the least bit shy about asking some really tough 
questions of Pastor Rick during their pizza lunch together on Candidate weekend.   It is apparent to any 
visitor who walks in our door that CUCC fully supports its families, children and youth.  We have laid a 
solid foundation in the importance of a faith community that is in relationship with each other, with Jesus 
and with God.  And most importantly, we have provided a safe and loving space for our youngest members 
and friends to wonder, to question, and to ultimately grow into the next generation of leaders.   
 At the June 1st service, we will honor and celebrate our Confirmands, Sammy Zimmer, Olivia 
Sobiesky, Emily Southard, Jesse Moran, Ali Pyle and Kayla Ramirez.  If these six amazing youth are any 
indication of what the future of our faith holds, we have nothing to worry about for we are in very good 
hands.     

Blessings for a wonderful summer,  
Karen 

 
Youth Group:  We will continue to meet over the summer.  See the back page for details! 
 
Amazide Mission Fundraiser:  Beth Cole, Sarah Dawn Haynes and four of our high school youth are set to 
take off on July 12th.  The final fundraiser, a car wash, will be held after service on June 22nd.  Please arrive with 
a dusty vehicle and an open wallet.   This  group will also meet on June 8th with the adults who went on the 
mission trip, to gather some first-hand knowledge! 
 
Summer at CUCC: Spring Session Sunday's continue as usual until June 15th. Summer Session will begin the 
following week, June 22nd and similar to last summer will look as follows:  

Ages – 0-4 - One adult volunteer will care for our babies and the younger preschoolers in the  
   middle-yellow classroom.   We will put up our space tent and stock the shelves with  
    age-appropriate toys, books, puzzles and crafts.   
 

Ages 5 and above - One paid Young Adult (Toni Ramirez or Meg Tazelaar) will lead a lesson that will 
begin with Sacred Time, followed by a value based picture book and a coordinating craft or activity.  
They will be aided by one of our high school youth.   

 
We are looking for volunteers to sign up for Ages 0-4.   

Please consider helping over the summer by volunteering for one of the following dates:   
6/22, 6/29, 7/6, 7/13, 7/20, 7/27, 8/3, 8/10 

Thanks! 

Christian Education 



4 

 

Commissions and Committees 

We Pray For Peace 
in our hearts, our 

homes, our 
community, our 
nation, and the 

world. 

Community Compassion Corp—Planning 
Work Projects for CUCC Congregants!   

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at a member’s 
home.  Please Join Us! 

 
CCC Humanitarian Work Trip to Guatemala—
Join Us for Thanksgiving Week (Nov. 21-30)  The 
CCC  is coordinating a trip to Guatemala through 
Transformational Journey where we will be building 
cement block stoves in homes in San Lucas Toliman, 
Guatemala.  Please contact Linda Woods, 303-588-
0522, if interested.  
 
Another Chance to Spend a Service/Learning 
Week with the Navajo 
            If enough people are interested, there is another 
opportunity for a group to go to Tuba City, AZ, in 
September and spend the week learning about the 
Navajo way of life and history and doing a service, 
probably helping in the school.. Those of us who went 
in April found it an intense and rich experience with a 
unique opportunity to  get to know several Navajo 
people.  If you are interested please contact Linda 
Woods (lwcounsel@gmail.com) or Judi Kleinman 
(judithk@umich.edu).  Also find out more by talking 
with any of us who went in April: Linda and John 
Woods; Peter and Judi Kleinman; Carol Gibson; Bill 
and Susan Marine; Spence and Val Havlick; Laura 
Terpenning; Joyce Stockdill; John and Liz Tilton. 
            DATE: September 20-27, 2014 

            COST: $899/person 

            DEADLINE: Deposit and commitment due to 
 Judi Kleinman by July 15, 2014 

Community  Prayers 
 

Confined to Home 
 Earl Beaty (husband of Velma Beaty, home with Palliative Care) 
 Ed Brown  (husband of Shirley Brown) 
 Henrietta Potter (Golden West) 
 Ruth Andrade 
 
Prayers of Healing & Support for 
 Gwen Goodwin and Marie Sutherland, who are living with multiple health issues 
 Susan Dunn Lewis, facing ongoing cancer treatment 

 
Our prayers are sent out to family and friends who are experiencing illness and other life-crises.   

 

Social Action News 
Community Table: CUCC members serve a meal to 
the homeless and low-income on the 4th Thursday 
of the month. Our next turn to help is Thursday, 

June 26, 4-6 pm at First United Methodist 
Church. No experience necessary!  

 

Communion Servers 
 If you share in the sense that 
communion is a meaningful ritual in 
the life of our community, would you 
consider signing up to be a regular 
communion server? 

 We will orient participants 
with a brief meeting (likely on a 
Sunday after church), and then invite 
you to serve at the beginning of the 
month when the church celebrates 
communion.  Please contact Elizabeth Robinson at 
lizzypoet@gmail.com/(303) 601-2118, or let me know at 
church if you'd like to take part in this special moment 
in the service. 

Youth Mission Trip 
~ Car Wash June 22nd ~ 

Beth Cole, Sarah Dawn Haynes and four of our high 
school youth are set to take off on July 12th.  The final 

fundraiser, a car wash, will be held after service on  
June 22nd.  Please arrive with a dusty vehicle and an 

open wallet.       
This  group will also meet on June 8th with the adults 

who went on the mission trip, to gather some first-hand 
knowledge! 

mailto:lwcounsel@gmail.com
mailto:judithk@umich.edu
mailto:lizzypoet@gmail.com
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Candidate Weekend 

Committees and Commissions 

50th Anniversary Celebration Update 
 
On January 26, 2014, our church celebrated the actual anniversary date of the 1st service of Southern 
Hills United Church in 1964 in a home in Martin Park. A historical brochure was created in honor of 
that event. 

Our BIG CELEBRATION WEEKEND is August 23-24, 2014.  
 * Saturday, Aug. 23rd from 9:45 to 11:30 AM – Light brunch followed by a Q&A session 
with Bruce MacKenzie and Kayrene Pearson 
 * Sunday, Aug. 24th – 8:30 potluck brunch, special 10:00 service, all-church photo in the 
labyrinth and youth group time capsule burial. Period dress from the 1960s is encouraged! Please 
invite former members to join us if you know who they are. 
 
All commissions are encouraged to dedicate a project sometime during the year in honor of our jubilee. 
Timothy Brown will be writing the music for a new hymn for CUCC for the 50th anniversary.  It has 
been commissioned by a group of people at the silent auction. 
 
It’s time for you to volunteer. Many hands make the activities go quickly and efficiently. And working 
together is just plain fun! Make it a goal for you and your family to participate in this important 
milestone celebration in our community. Please watch for announcements for more information. 
 
Please contact Barbara Willis (303 440 7002, bhwillis@gmail.com) to volunteer or with any questions. 
Other committee members are Tim Brown and Liz Tilton. 

This project is sponsored by CCC, Earth Action and the 50th Anniversary Committee as 
part of our congregation’s year-long fiftieth anniversary celebration 

CUCC OPEN SPACE SEED COLLECTION 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14 has been chosen for an all-church service project, the collection of native 
seeds in Boulder County Open Space.  The collecting will take place from 9 until noon, under the 

guidance of a trained Open Space volunteer.  The activity level is moderate.   Anybody aged 8 and above 
is invited to participate.  The seeds will be planted in damaged areas by others at a later date.  There will 

be a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:bhwillis@gmail.com
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Nominating Commission 

Peter Kleinman has stepped up as the Nominating Chairperson 
In my role as Chair of the Nominating commission, I will, with the help of a small committee, be filling various 
positions of leadership and participation in various important Commissions and Committees, but will also be 
reaching out to everyone to have discussions about what people feel they have to offer the Church Community.  I 
trust you will see this as a vital and interesting collaboration.  There are short descriptions below. 
Here are some of the positions I hope you will consider: 

 Adult Education 
 Caring Ministry  
 Fellowship – this Commission will be split off from Spiritual Life 
 Property 
 Social Action 

 

We have a need for both new leadership and active participation on these Commissions and Chairs.  Please feel 
free to talk with me if you have a special interest, and thank you for your continuing commitment to our Church 
community and willingness to take on the work of active participation.  
Thank you, Peter K. 

 

Descriptions of Commissions and Committees 

 

Adult Education: There is a need for new leadership and regular 
participation.  The leader needs to bring a group together and develop a 
new calendar, structure and ideas.  I hope to stay in involved myself and 
some other people have already expressed an interest. 

Caring Ministry: The job is to provide for spiritual needs of people in health and/or emotional trouble.  We need 
to identify a group of people who will take this job on as Members of the Congregation, since we did not have 
funds to fund an Associate Pastor position now. By implication, a new Chair will need to discuss this role with 
our new Pastor and work closely with him.  

Christian Education: This group oversees educational activities related to Youth.  Beth Cole has worked with 
teens, Vicki Graham and Heather Bowler (co-chairs) have been actively involved.  

Fellowship Committee:  This is a new Commission split off from Spiritual Life and needs, of course, fresh 
leadership and participation. Work with Pastor and CE Director to plan and organize fellowship activities, 
looking to provide a variety of activities so as to include as many people as possible.  These may include such 
things as seasonal potlucks, poetry readings, bowlings outings, in-house movies 

Property:  The Mission is to oversee the Care and Stewardship of the Property itself.  There are diverse projects 
which include maintenance, clean-up, planting, upgrade and overseeing the on-site caretaker.  Co-chairs Al 
Ramirez and Tom Corrigan are looking for replacement leadership. 

Social Action:  It involves two basic things: one is overseeing some ongoing outreach activities, making sure they 
staffed and that they are adequately advertised in the Congregation; the other is to serve as the umbrella to 
various related activities such as CCCC and Earth Action.  There is a need to develop ways of coordinating 
some of these activities and make sure there is ongoing communication among them.  We need a new Chair 
and some other interested participants. 

Spiritual Life: This involves all activities related to various aspects of the Service and means working closely with 
the new pastor.  Karen Howe has a new job out of town and we need to replace her leadership and find new 
members for the Commission.  Responsibilities include ordering flowers for Advent and Lent; ordering and 
stocking candles; changing banners and altar cloths seasonally, and other activities. 
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June 2014 
Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

June 1 
Confirmation & CE 

Sunday 

Lupine Circle 
8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~The Conversation Project 

2 3 

 

4 

5:30 Earth 

Action Team 

6:30 pm  

Finance 

Comm. 

Tentative 

5  

7 pm Caring 
Ministry 

 

 

6 

7 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

7 

8       

Lily Circle 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~ Youth Mission Meeting 
 
6 - 8 pm Youth Group 
 
 
 

9 10 

7 pm CCC 

Committee  

- call 

church for 

location  

11 12 

6 pm  

Coordinating 

Council 

 

13 

7 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

 

14 

9am—Noon 
Native Seed 
Collection 

15 

Meadowlark Circle 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
 

 

16 

 

117 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

7 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

 

21 

 

22 

Carnation Circle 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
~~Social Action Comm. 
~~~Youth Car Wash / 
Mission Trip Fundraiser 

23 

 

24 25 26 

6 pm  
Property 
Comm. 

7 pm  

Spiritual Life 

& Fellowship 

27 

7 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:30 am 

Meditation 

 

28 

29 

Sunflower Circle 
 

8:30 am Taizè Service 
10 am Worship Service 
11:30   Fellowship Hour 
 

30 
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2650 Table Mesa Dr. 

Boulder CO 80305 
 

Phone: 303.499.9119 

E-mail: office@cuccboulder.org 

Website: www.cuccboulder.org 

United Church of Christ 

CommunityCommunityCommunity   

Deadlines 

Announcements for bulletins and 

weekly emails should be sent to 

office@cuccboulder.org 

The deadline for the  

weekly email announcements 

is 9am on Monday.  
 

The deadline for the  

bulletin and for the  

weekend email announcements is  

9 am on Thursday.  
 

The deadline for The Echo is 

the 24th of each month.  

Friday Mornings at CUCC  

Men's Breakfast from 7-8:30 am: This is open to all men, and is a 
simple breakfast (coffee & bagels) with time for sharing and 
discussion. Low key and informal, the goal is to build fellowship and 
friendship among the men of our congregation. Guests and members 
are welcome as well! Questions? Contact Bill Marine: 303-818-2776. 
 

Contemplative Prayer at 9:30 am: A Contemplative Prayer group 
meets every Friday at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. We begin by 
reading a brief passage from a poem or an essay offering spiritual 
insight. Then we sit in silence for twenty to thirty minutes. After 
contemplation participants are free to depart. Some choose to remain 
to exchange thoughts and inspirations that follow upon the reading.  

Sermons can be found on our 
Church Website and in the 

weekly electronic 
announcements. 

Youth Group News 
We continue to meet in the summer on the 
second Sunday of the month from 6—8pm.  

Next meeting is scheduled for June 8th 
with a farewell for Sammy Zimmer and 
planning for making a time capsule for 
CUCC’s 50th Anniversary Celebration 

August 23—24th Weekend. 

mailto:office@cuccboulder.org

